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Our Mission
We are a non-profit district working to
preserve and protect our water body by
partnering with our community leaders to
promote a clean, and healthy environment
for all citizens by using education along with
proven water management practices to
improve our water resource

A word from Our Chairman:
Well everyone winter I hope is
almost over as I write this, and
spring is just around the corner.
Things have progressed very nicely since last fall with
the dam project almost finished with the only things
that need to be done are signage and some very small
miscellaneous items. We began to fill the lake towards
the end of March and will work on finding the full level
that will make everyone happy. The Village of
Friendship has completed the new boat ramp at the
beach and I think everyone will find it very nice to use
now as it is bigger and deeper, they are also doing a lot
of upgrades to the beach house and will be installing a
new sign by the ramp. The one thing that everyone
needs to be aware of is the fact that there is a no-wake
time of 7:00pm to 10:00am and we want everyone to
follow this please. This time is so fisherman can have
some time to fish without a lot of fast boat traffic and
large waves to contend with. Which brings me to
another topic which needs to be talked about, boater
safety and State Regulations, everyone should read and
know the ins and outs of where, when, why, and how to
be safe on our little lake. We are not Castle Rock or a
large lake where you can go out and run as fast as you
want, we are a small lake with enough room to ski and
tube but it needs to be done safely and with regards to
others both on the water and on the shoreline. We all
need to know the distances we can safely travel from
piers and other boats all this information can be found

on and in The DNRS boater safety regulations. We as a
Lake District are also asking all fisherman to perhaps
use catch and release this summer to let our fish
population to grow after the drawdown last summer
yes, we did fish stocking but let’s let them grow. In
closing I hope everyone had a great winter and we are
all looking forward to a wonderful spring and summer
on our beautiful lake and I hope to see a lot of you at
the spring fling which be held at Family Affair this
year. One more brief item is the fireworks this year, we
are trying to figure out when they will be as the
Ashworths which host the event are not able to host
them on the 4th this year so they will hopefully be on a
weekend following the 4th. We will keep everyone
informed of the date when we know.
Written by Bob Berry
Commissioner Chairman
FLDChair@friendshiplake.org
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A word from our
Secretary:
Happy Spring,
It is with great pleasure
and relief that the 2019
Friendship Dam
Municipal Dam Grant
project is finished. We
have now entered phase II of our dam repair project,
power generation and security of our dam. The Dam
Advisory Committee is
currently working with
contractors to get the
generators operational
to produce electricity.
Chuck Spargo has been
in contact with Alliant
Energy working
towards obtaining an
agreement to sell
power. Chuck has
researched and obtained several quotes on security
alarm systems for the dam powerhouse. The I.O.M.
(Inspection, Operations, and Maintenance) plan for the
dam has been updated by our Dam Advisory Committee.
An Emergency Action Plan for the dam, or (EAP) has been
completed and submitted to Jane Gervais director of
Adams County Emergency Management, as well as the
WDNR, Adams County Fire Chief, and Adams County
Sheriff. These documents along with the completed 2019
WDNR municipal dam repair project meet the required
benchmarks demanded by the WDNR for Friendship Lake
Dam. By now you should have received notice that Mr.
Pheiffer is appealing the award of compensation,
$110,000.00, he received in 2018. Under Wisconsin
Statutes for Condemnation, Mr. Pheiffer had two years to
appeal the value, or by January 31, 2020. Due to the
Coronavirus the special meeting has been rescheduled to
May 16, 2020, at 10:00am. This meeting will be at the
Adams Community Center. Due to the recommendations
of Federal, State, and Local Governments this meeting
was rescheduled from April 18, 2020. That is also the day
of the 22nd Annual Spring Fling, so please plan on
attending both. If you are a new member of the
Friendship Lake District, or long-standing member, I ask
that you please share your email and phone contact
information with the district. My email is secured and
protected at FLDSecrt@friendshiplake.org. This list would
be used in the case of an emergency of the Friendship
Dam and is at the request of Adams County Emergency

Management as well as Adams County Sheriff
Department. Please know that your information will be
held confidential and not shared with any outside
business or group. Please email me your contact
information for this purpose. Please feel free to contact
me or any of the board members if you have any
questions and concerns.
Respectfully,
Karen Pokorny
Commissioner Secretary
FLDSecrt@friendshiplake.org
414-840-2076

2020
BOATING
SAFETY
Anyone born on or after
January 1, 1989 is
required to complete a boating safety course to legally
operate a motorized boat or personal watercraft (PWC) on
Wisconsin waters. DNR Conservation Wardens recommend
all boat operators complete a safety course.
Stand-up paddle boarding is the fastest growing water sport
in the world. With the rise in popularity, many paddle
boarders often forget that being on a paddleboard requires
the same safety precautions and vigilance as any other
activity on the water, which includes having a life jacket on
their board. DNR strongly recommends wearing the jacket.
"Wearing a life jacket significantly reduces the chance of
injury or death."
Contact the DNR to stay up to date on Wisconsin boating
laws and safety regulations; on-line boat license renewals;
fishing permits; places to boat and fish; education and
outdoor programs provided by the DNR. Call 1-888-9367463 or dnr.wi.gov for information.

Thank you
Chamber of
Commerce
for the
recognition of
all our hard
work!
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2nd

Annual Friendship
Lake District – Dam
Mulligans Golf
Outing – August 1,
2020

Upcoming Events

22nd

Annual Friendship Lake District
Spring Fling – May 16, 2020
The Spring Fling will held at the Family Affair
Restaurant, on Friendship Lake, and will be on May
16th @ 5pm – 6pm Cash bar is open. 6pm the buffet
dinner will start. This annual event is sponsored by the
Friends of Friendship Lake and open to all members, as
well as friends and family. There will be door prizes,
basket raffles, and a 50/50 raffle. The Cost is $20.00
per person. Please R.S.V.P. to Linda Graf by May 6,
Flyer for this event is included in this newsletter.

Brat Fry &
rummage sale at
the Flea Market –
May 23, 2020
We have a new fundraiser on the calendar this year.
The Flea Market has new ownership and they have
invited us to host a brat fry. We need volunteers for
set up, grilling, selling, preparing food, and tear down
at the end of the day. We are also going to try a
rummage sale at the same time. If you have gently
used items that you would like to donate, we just ask
that you don’t donate clothes. Please price the items,
and if you donate items, we are asking that you also
donate some time to volunteer at the rummage or the
brat fry. Please contact either Linda Graf or Karen
Pokorny.

Last year we had our first Golf Outing fundraiser and it was
a great success. We had 17 teams playing 4-person
scramble and everyone who attended, whether they were
golfing or just coming for the great baskets and auction
items, all had a great time. We raised over $5,000 and put
$5,000 of that profit towards the dam repair expenses. Our
2nd Annual Golf Outing Fundraiser is scheduled for August
1, 2020, 2:00pm, at Moundview Golf Course. Availability for
18 4-person teams. This event will be open to the
community so make your reservations early. Cost is $45 per
person for golf, cart, and buffet style dinner. $15 per person
food only. There will be hole events and prizes for all
golfers. Great auction items, basket raffles and other great
raffles happening. Not a golfer? That’s ok, there will be
plenty of other games going on to entertain you and a
buffet dinner afterwards. This year we will be drawing for
the big fundraiser on this day as well. See the attached flyer
for information about our raffle. Karen Pokorny is chairing
this event and has a great committee. We need volunteers
to help out during the event. Please contact her at the
contact information below.

Annual County
Market Brat Fry
The annual Brat fry at
the County Market will
occur again this year.
The date will be
announced via email and on the website. Please
consider donating your time to help out with this
event. Contact Linda Graf to sign up.

Fundraising Contact Information:
Karen Pokorny, 414-840-2076
FLDSecrt@friendshiplake.org
Linda Graf, 608-339-2674
lbgraf83@yahoo.com
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A word from our Treasurer:
Here are some numbers to show you
where the money is and where it has gone.
NOW Checking
$ 1,042.18
Money Market
$ 38,444.86
Fundraising Account
$ 4,334.57
Total costs for the Harvester ramp – $46,496.29
Total costs paid out for the dam repairs – please see
attached document for all dam & legal expenses, as well as
all grants and donations related to the dam repair.
For the year 2019 we had paid $2744.50 in legal fees.
Payments of $811.02 a month towards the $110,000 loan
from Adams Community Bank for the purchase of the dam.
As of March 1, 2020, the balance on loan is $ 97,343.30.
Special Charges due in 2020 from each municipality are as
follows:
Village of Friendship: $17,982.25
Town of Preston: $ 18,297.38
Town of Adams: $22,424.63

The ongoing support from our
community to repair the dam and
restoring Friendship Lake has been
outstanding.
At the recommendation of our county
board representative, Rick Pease, Steve
LaValle completed a grant application with Enbridge
and they awarded the District $5000.

Fishing and the
fish population in
Friendship Lake
As of the week of September
23,2019 the Wisconsin DNR
placed approximately 16,000
crappie, 4000 largemouth bass,
and 4000 northern pike, along
with bluegill fingerlings as fish
restocking of Friendship Lake. The lake refill began on
September 9, 2019, and amazingly refilled very quickly,
especially with the added help of the rainy weather
pattern.
Because of the funds raised from this summer’s Bass
Fishing and Children’s Tournament and along with
donations from Castle Rock Bassmasters, we were able to
match the grant from Adams County and place 5300 4-inch
bluegill as private restocking. The DNR plans on possibly
performing a fish count late this fall or early spring of
2020. We are also eligible for additional fish restocking in
2020 from the DNR if needed. Friendship Lake is currently
rehabbing. We are asking that you please fish with a catch
and release only over the next year. The permit process to
officially post that is quite expensive and extensive,
requiring public
hearings. It is
Shh…I’m trying
better to share this
to grow up, please
information with
catch and release
me!
our property
owners to get the
word out.

If you are looking for more detailed information, all the
minutes for every meeting is listed on the website.
I will not be running for treasurer again this year, so we
are in need of a new treasurer for the board. This is a
volunteer position and you do not need to live full time
in the district. Without a treasurer as part of the
board, the district would cease to exist. See the
website for more information.
Written by Tina M Meinen
Commissioner Treasurer
FLDTreas@friendshiplake.org
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Featured District Member –
Meet Bill & Linda Graf

We were familiar with
this general area when
we decided to look for
land on a lake to build
a vacation – retirement
home. My family
(Linda) had been
coming up to the
Westfield-Coloma area
since I was 9 years
old. I am from
Rockford, Illinois and
Bill is from
Chicago. We finally
found two lots for sale on Friendship Lake in
1990. Our son had to take a machete to clear a path
down to the shoreline. I honestly believe you could
have walked across the lake on top of the weeds as they
were so thick. We were hopeful at that time that the
lake would improve due to the plans to clean up
Friendship Lake.
We spent weekends for the next couple of years
clearing our land. Interest rates were at a low rate, so
we decided to build our home. Building started in 1993
and finished in 1994. We did some of the work
ourselves and finally decided that we didn’t want to
continue to financially support two households and
moved here permanently in October of 1994. We felt
that we surely could find work here to get by on. We
are located on the north side of the lake on Czech Pass
close to the Castaways subdivision. We both had a
couple of interim jobs but eventually found permanent
work. Bill worked at the Rainbow Casino (Ho Chunk
Nekoosa) where he eventually retired from. I took the
CNA class at MSTC and worked at both Villa Pines
and then Liberty Manor. We have never regretted our
move here and enjoy the slower pace life and less
traffic and mayhem.
We have supported our lake district in their efforts to
improve Friendship Lake. Bill has worked with the
harvesting crew for many years and continues as a
consultant for the weed harvesting program. I have
been active with the Friends of Friendship Lake since
its formation, now serving as the treasurer. We have
made many friends and very happy to call this home.

Friendship Lake District is hiring!!
Two position are open right now.
❖ Weed Harvesting Coordinator/Operator
❖ Weed Harvesting Operator/Tractor Operator
Weed Harvesting Coordinator/Operator and Weed
Harvesting/Tractor Operator positions are available for
2020 weed harvesting season on Friendship Lake.
These positions are part-time with an average of 20 to
30 hours per week. The weed harvesting season on
Friendship Lake runs from
approximately mid-May
(weather permitting) till the end
of September. Must be 18 years
or older with valid Class D
regular Wisconsin Driver’s
license and mechanical
abilities. Contact Bob Berry,
Chairman Friendship Lake
District at 608-548-2191 or email
FLDChair@friendshiplake.org to apply.

Lake Management Advisory Group
Greg Weiss has volunteered to chair the Lake Mgmt
Advisory Group. If you are interested in being involved with
this committee, please contact Greg at
gw14518@gmail.com. You can also find additional
information on this group on our website at
http://www.friendshiplake.org/Lake-Advisory-Group.html
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Our resident goose!
“Princess”? “Baby”?
“Whitey”? Whatever you call
the white goose on Friendship
Lake, here’s her story from the
South East homeowner,
Carmen, Sheri and Loren.
As the lake was drawn down,
almost to the lowest level, it
became a stream. At this time,
the geese were plentiful,
swimming and sitting on the
banks. They were loud, but
there was this one honk that
was quite different from the rest. I was sitting outside
and decided to check to see what that noise was. I was
shocked, it was a huge white goose trying to swim
upstream to get to the rest of her goose buddies by the
11th bridge. She tried and tried but just couldn’t swim
that current. So, she popped up onto the bank and
started walking. She walked and honked. Walked and
honked, walked and honked. When she was about
halfway there, three of the geese by the bridge started
walking towards this silly walking goose. Each kept
honking until they met up and they walked back to the
bridge together. I was wondering why she didn’t fly
there like the rest of the geese!
I saw my neighbor, Carmen, outside the next day and
we shared our stories about her. We both decided she
may have been domesticated and someone had clipped
her wings. Maybe not wanting her anymore and
dropped her off with the other geese on Friendship
Pond.
My neighbor and I kept an eye on her through the
summer. She never flew at night with the other geese,
but we really didn’t know where she went at night. We
would ask each other, “Did you see her today?”
Sometimes she said, “No, but I heard her this
morning!” We continued this throughout the summer.
Fall is coming, Winter. What will she do then?
One day in January, my neighbor called me and said to
look on her front porch. I
saw the goose eating out of
her bird bath! It was
hilarious. She was still alive
and eating. Carmen kept
putting the food out and the
goose continued to eat at her
house. She started to walk
down her driveway and back
to the food. I was gone for a
week and returned to find
some odd-looking footprints

in the snow across my front yard. I got out and saw they
were the Goose's webbed footprints! They came from
my neighbor’s feeder. She ate, then walked across the
deep snow in the front yard and then they disappeared.
One day Carmen called and said the goose was at the
end of her driveway drinking water, so I looked out my
window and watched her. She proceeded to walk down
the road in front of my house! Here is this goose, in
winter, walking down the road! After she passed my
driveway, she flew! She flew! It wasn’t a week later I
saw a white bird fly past the lake
side window. There she went
flying down to the lake! Now and
then, I see her eating at Carmen’s
then, she would fly between our
houses, down to the lake. She
had made it through winter and
her feathers had grown back!
Now, have you seen the two
pairs of swans?
Written by Sheri Ebert

Beautiful wooded
lots for sale on
Friendship Lake!
Do you have friends or family
that you would like to encourage to move near you? These
affordable lots give them the opportunity to build their
dream or retirement home in the Friendship Lake district.
Think of the fun on the lake, golfing options, fishing
adventures and the dinners out together.
Friendship Lake Castaway Subdivision beautifully wooded
lots with deeded access to Friendship Lake!
Great location to build your dream home, wooded with
pines & oaks, very quiet & peaceful area within just a mile
of Friendship! Some of the lots are priced to sell at
$9,900.00 each.
Directions: Hwy
13 north 1 mile
from
Friendship, take
right on Czech
Lane & follow
around into
Castaway
Subdivision, call
Gordie Whitemarsh with any questions at 608-547-0468
cell.
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The old dam and the new dam

The historic 1928 plug this is it’s replacement

The old and new trash rack

Old steel beams and new steel
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